Denver IAHSP World Wide Staging Week Ronald McDonald House Project

The Denver IAHSP Chapter is pleased to support our local Ronald McDonald House (RMH) this September in conjunction with World Wide Staging Week.  On Tuesday, July 24th, 2007, Jennifer Massato, Amy Tennal, Helly Duncan and Alex Hinst met with Kendra Trebil, RMH Director of House Operations for a tour of the House and a brainstorming session on how we can apply our particular staging talents to give back to the community.

We identified seven areas of need that we felt we could address at this time.  The purpose of this report is to inform Denver IAHSP members of the project and to elicit your input: suggestions, resources and ultimately manpower to implement the project during the three day period September 13-15, 2007 (Thursday, Friday and Saturday).
Not only is this a worthwhile project, but it is also a wonderful opportunity for you to show your clients that Denver IAHSP stagers give back to the community.  Take pictures, put them on your website and let your clients know that a portion of their staging fee was used to make the Denver RMH a warmer and more comfortable place for families facing enormous personal challenges.  

These are the areas of need that we felt we could address at this time:

Solarium #1
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Need:

· pictures

· pillows

· possibly live plants or silks

· possible bistro table and chairs

· lamps

· different furniture arrangement (rectangular coffee table doesn’t fit the space)

· This is a small space and one wall is curved and window-lined with beautiful views of the city and mountains.  The furniture in Solarium #1 and  #2 match and are interchangeable and the two rooms are structurally identical (though on different floors).  The needs are the same for Solarium #2.
Solarium #2
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Computer Room
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This room is decorated for children and is rarely used.  The challenge is how to make it more appealing.  Carolyn Stieger, National WWSW Ambassador told me that the computer room in their RMH is used by parents emailing family and friends with updates.  The dark window on the far right is a stationary glass partition that looks into the adjoining library.
Needs:

· Determine the function: parents, kids, both?

· Paint

· Remove non-working equipment

· Reconfigure the space?

· Appropriate art work and accessories

Main Floor Family Room
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This is a large, beautifully furnished multi-functional space with too much furniture.  One wall is glass and looks out onto a large patio with wrought iron tables and chairs and the children’s playground.
Needs:

· Rearrange the furniture for more comfortable and inviting seating, removing extra pieces to other areas
· Artwork

· Pillows, throws (must be washable) 
TV/Theater Room

This is a room adjoining the dining hall.  Currently the TV Armoire is in front of the window into the dining hall and it’s difficult for parents to see what’s going on.  

Needs:

· Rearrange furniture to make it more inviting and functional

· Pillows and accessories

· Artwork
Laundry Room

This large room is circled in washers and dryers, which are in use all the time.  The space is painted white and has no decoration.
Possible tasks:

· Move solarium “fish” artwork to the laundry room to brighten it a bit

· Other artwork to brighten the space
· Paint?

Open areas

There are two large connected sunny open areas on the second and third floors.  On the second floor, there are pool tables and game tables.   This is a two-story area that opens up to the third floor where there is a walkway that circles the room and looks down on the second floor.   There are leather sofas at one end and benches here and there along the walls.
Needs:

· Small side tables to make benches more inviting

· Lamps?

· Pillows

· Accessories

· Artwork

· Rehang the many beautiful quilts hung at random throughout the area into a collection

Among those present at the time of the tour it was thought that we could easily accomplish all these tasks in the three days we’ve devoted to the project, provided we have sufficient IAHSP participation.

I look forward to working with all of you on this project and to the continuing the relationship that we are building with the wonderful people at the Ronald McDonald House.

Alex Hinst, ASP, IAHSP
Denver, Colorado Foundation Ambassador

Monday, August 20, 2007
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