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June 26-30, 2007— Chicago, IL
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME STAGING PROFESSIONALS™’ 5TH Annual Convention provideD CUtting-edge sessions on PREPARING HOUSES FOR SALE & OFFERED INSIGHTS ON latest economic trends IN THE rEAL ESTATE AND HOME STAGING INDUSTRIES

Barb Schwarz, CEO StagedHomes.com™, Founder and President of the International Association of Home Staging Professional, the IAHSP Foundation, and The Creator of Home Staging led the convention and shared sharing insights of the paradigm shifts in the Real Estate Industry
Chicago, IL—The International Association of Home Staging Professionals (IAHSP) held its 6th Annual Home Staging Convention and Expo in Chicago, IL June 26-30th, 2007.  IAHSP’s Annual Convention featured IAHSP’s Founder Barb Schwarz attracting approximately 300 home staging industry leaders from around the US and Canada.
Barb Schwarz offered the economic outlook for 2007 the future of the Home Staging Industry that she created many years ago.  This year’s convention also featured turnkey sessions with keynote speakers and roundtable discussions from industry leaders focused on strengthening home staging business skills and generating more revenue for homeowners in this rapid growing industry.  
IAHSP’s Exhibitor Fair 2007 was held in conjunction with the Convention.  Exhibitors seeking to tap into the home staging industry attended to share the latest in world class equipment and services that the industry has to offer. 
Ronald McDonald House Charities attended in support of an alliance with IAHSP’s nonprofit IAHSP Foundation and the annual World Wide Staging Service Week.  IAHSP local chapters “Stage” in their communities each year for local charities.  Over $20,000 was raised over the three days to support the cause and give back to the local communities the chapters serve.  

-more-

Industry awards were given in recognition of excellence and professionalism.  Mary DeBella, Owner of Northwest Staging and President of the Portland IAHSP Regional Chapter, was awarded the Barb Schwarz Staging Award of Excellence for her dedication to advancing the art and education of home staging.  For exemplary leadership and contribution to industry growth, the IAHSP Spirit Award was presented to Edith Bookstein, Owner of Artful Lodgings out of Seattle.
The International Association of Home Staging Professionals (IAHSP) is the largest and oldest international home staging trade association serving the United States and Canada. IAHSP represents more than 6,400 Accredited Staging Professionals (ASPs), including 3,000 of the industry’s leading home stagers.  There are over 100 local IAHSP Chapters serving the US and Canada dedicated to advancing the art and education of home staging through excellence, business development, professionalism and educating the community on the benefits of home staging.   IAHSP Founder Barb Schwarz states, “We are dedicated to change what worked yesterday for what excels today, and that which opens the way to tomorrow through the world of home staging!”   For more information about IAHSP visit IAHSP.com.
Barb Schwarz (Concord, CA; Chicago, IL and Seattle, WA), President and Founder of IAHSP and StagedHomes.com and nationally known author and speaker, created the concept of Staging Homes for sale in 1972. Barb has personally taught one million people the secrets of staging, and the nine trainers employed by Barb Schwarz and StagedHomes.com have spread the concept to thousands more in seminars across the country.  She is a member of the National Speakers Association, and has won the coveted Certified Speaking Professional designation, earned by only 250 speakers worldwide.  Barb is the author of several books on home staging including her recent release, BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL HOME STAGING BUSINESS (Wiley, May 2007, $24.95, 978-0-470-11935-8, Cloth).
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